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the attacks of demons or other uncanny beings. Now of
all such obstacles fire seems generally to tbe thought the
most effective; hence in passing through or leaping over it
our primitive philosopher often imagines that he is not so
much annihilating his spiritual foe as merely giving him the
slip ; the ghostly pursuer shrinks back appalled at the flames
through which his intended victim, driven to desperation by
his fears, has safely passed before him. This interpretation
of the ceremony is confirmed, first, by the observation that
in India the ashes of the bonfire are used as a talisman against
devils and demons;1 and, second, by the employment of Custom of
the ceremony for the avowed purpose of escaping from ovTrTf
the pursuit of a troublesome ghost. For examplej in for the pur-
China "they believe that a beheaded man wanders about a ^tk^rid
headless spectre in the World of Shades. Such spectres are of a ghost-
frequently to be seen in walled towns, especially in the
neighbourhood of places of execution. Here they often
visit the people with disease and disaster, causing a con-
siderable depreciation in the value of the houses around such
scenes. Whenever an execution takes place, the people fire
crackers to frighten the headless ghost away from the spot ;
and the mandarin who has superintended the bloody work,
on entering the gate of his mansion, has himself carried in
his sedan chair over a fire lighted on the pavement, lest the
headless apparition should enter there along with him; for
disembodied spirits are afraid of fire."2 For a like reason
Chinese mourners after a funeral, and persons who have paid
a visit of condolence to a house of death, often purify them-
selves by stepping over a fire of straw ;3 the purification, we
cannot doubt, consists simply in shaking off the ghost who
is supposed to dog their steps. Similarly at a coroner's
inquest in China the mandarin and his subordinates hold
pocket handkerchiefs or towels to their mouths and noses
while they are inspecting the corpse, no doubt to hinder the
ghost from insinuating himself into their bodies by these
apertures; and when they have discharged their dangerous

1  Above, p. 8, compare p. 3.               942.

2  J. J, M. de Groot, The Religious         3 Rev. J. H, GrayyCtotz (London,
System of China, i. (Leyden,  1892),      1878), i. 287, 305 ; J. J. M. de Groot,
P-  355 j   id-  yi-   (Leyden,   1910)   p.      op. cit. i. 32, vi. 942.
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